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The 2025 Heritage Festival was an eventful 2 days & 

celebrated the anniversary of the division of DeSoto Co. 

into 5 counties 

Our neighbors, Charlotte, 

Glades,  & DeSoto  Counties 

exhibited with Highlands County in 

the school house.  
 

Visitors to the school house were greeted by a “school marm”  on the 

porch and signed in if they ever at-

tended a one room school house.   

Names were  gathered for a possi-

ble reunion in the near future. 

 

 

History was on display across the entire 

Pearce Homestead. 



The Heritage Festival would not be possible without the amazing, 

hard- working VOLUNTEERS who show up early and stay to the end. 

 Thank you to these folks and the other volunteers not shown here. 

And a special salute to our hosts, 

Butch and Donna Thompson 
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FRIENDS of the PEARCE HOMESTEAD  are devoted to the preservation of the property as 

an historic treasure and example of pride in the legacy of the Florida Heartland.   FRIENDS 

annual dues and patronage support the presentation of the Heritage Festival..    The FRIENDS 

group is an extension of the Heritage Association board of directors.    

    The membership year runs from May through April each year. 
     

joiN OR RENEW    to add your name to a 2026 listto add your name to a 2026 listto add your name to a 2026 listto add your name to a 2026 list 

      2025 FRIENDS                      2025 PATRONS  

Bob Belschner   Lonnie Clark  Ruth Bergman  Kevin Depuy  Judy Brown    

Frank Cartisano     Dale Gillis           Marian Elmore    Roberta Lake  

Michael Flood     Linda Kolarik         Wendy & Maria Hagg 

   Dopathana Meckstroth                 Lake Placid Historical Society 

Mike & Gloria Peters  Howie Kubsch    Dr. Eric Palosky  Tom & Terry Mendel 

Gordon Rose Terri Rose   Frank & Judene Maxwell 

Merrie-Ann Santore  Kim Piesik Golden Corral, LP Marilyn Whitford   

Denise Serrano   Dan C. Smith   Florida Cracker Trail Association 

Renee Wells Magi Cable    Patriots Chapter D.A.R. 

Okeechobee Historical Society                     S.A.R. Highlands   

Thanks for your support.   We could not do what we do without you. 

  Detach & Mail with your donation (payable to Heritage Association) to: 

Heritage Association  P.O. Box 1531, Sebring, FL, 33871 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

   Individual_____ $25           Family (Couples)_____$40          Patron _____$100     

 

email____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Name:___________________________________Phone____________________ 

  


