YOU ARE INVITED

It is almost December, which
means the Friends of the
Pearce Homestead will be
kicking off the Christmas sea-
son with a holiday get-
together at the Homestead.
Mulled cider will be provided
and you are asked to bring a
favorite finger food to share.

DATE - December 8
TIME - 2:30—4:30 pm

HERITAGE ASSOCIATION

FRIENDS of the

PEARCE HOMESTEAD
Newsletter - Fall Edition

The Heritage Association will be represented at
the Master Gardeners event on November 16, on
George Blvd in Sebring. Stop by our table to see
photos of past Festivals and learn about the volun-
teer opportunities that will ensure another success-
ful Festival in 2025.

You can also become a Friend of the Pearce
Homestead and receive notice of other special
events throughout the year.

SAVE the DATE

2025 Heritage Festival
April 12 & 13

A Celebration of History




The Pearce Homestead received visitors on several occasions
this past year. Friends and family gathered in January to say
e our final good-byes to our beloved Pat Harrison. Pat was ac-
; ;tive in the Sebring Historical Society and was a charter mem-

_ ber of the Heritage Association of Highlands County and
| served as our treasurer up until her passing. She contribut-
ed so much to both organizations and she is greatly missed.
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- The Homestead is a popular stop on the annual Ag Tours pre-
' sented by the University of Florida Extension Service.

! Guests were greeted by Butch Thompson as they got off the
bus. “Cracker” Cindy Morrison 100th Anniversary of the formation of Highlands County.
The Pearce Homestead is, again, privately owned and through the generosity of the present
owner, the property is open to the public for special occasions and events scheduled
through the Heritage Association of Highlands County. The Heritage Festival provides the
opportunity for the sharing of our natural resources, history and folklore and takes us closer
to fulfilling the original promise to assure that future generations will gain an appreciation
of the past and enjoy this special part of our state — the Florida Heartlands.



GIFTS TO THE HOMESTEAD

S Pearce Family genealogy information

was presented to Butch Thompson and
is now on display in the house. The
attractive framed presentation was re-
searched and prepared by members of
the D.A.R.

Visit our website for more information.

Festival vendors may now register online.
And, Friends dues may be paid on line.

www.heritageassociation.org

Tom and Cathy Baldwin gifted the Homestead
with several items that have been used by four
generations of the Baldwin family. The 1920’s
| “high chair shown here is now on display in the
dining room.

A smoking table with a copper-lined humidor
can be seen in the living room.

An American Empire sofa is a welcome addition
to what was Miss Edna’s office.




FRIENDS of the PEARCE HOMESTEAD are devoted to the preservation
and promotion of the property as an historic treasure and example of pride in
the legacy of the Florida Heartland. FRIENDS patronage and annual dues
support the presentation of the Heritage Festival. As the FRIENDS group
grows, it will be possible to host more events. The Homestead is the ideal
setting for picnics, history based workshops for adults and young people,
family reunions and holiday parties. The FRIENDS group is an ex‘rensmn of
the Heritage Association board of directors. We need

your participation as a member and volunteer to provide
more opportunities to appreciate Highlands County history
at ‘rhe Pear'ce Homestead.

L o/ Board members, Wendy & Maria Hagg (right) &

G assist Butch with lights and Judy Brown (left) &=

> M puts the finishing touches on table decorations
. o for the 2023 Friends Christmas party. b

JOIN OR RENEW to add Your name to a list

CURRENT FRIENDS CURRENT PATRONS

Bob Belschner Lake Placid Historical Society
Kevin Depuy  Roberta Lake
Okeechobee Historical Society
Dr. Eric Palosky, D.O.

(The membership year begins in May and runs through April each year)

Detach & Mail with your donation (payable to Heritage Association) to;
Heritage Association P.O. Box 1531, Sebring, FL, 33871

Friend $25 Patron $100 email

Name: Phone

Address Zip




