YOU ARE INVITED

December will be here before
we know it, which means the
Friends of the Pearce Home-
stead are making plans to kick
off the Christmas season with
a holiday get-together at the
Homestead. Mulled cider will
be provided and you are asked
to bring a favorite finger food
to share.

DATE - December 7

HERITAGE ASSOCIATION

FRIENDS of the

PEARCE HOMESTEAD
News - Fall Edition 2025

The Heritage Association will again be represented at
the Master Gardeners event on George Blvd in Se-
bring. Stop by our table on November 16, to see pho-
tos of past Festivals and learn about the volunteer
oportuni- | T 3
ties that | %8 D
will en-
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other
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You can
also be-
come a
Friend of
the Pearce Homestead and receive notice of other spe-
cial events throughout the year.

SAVE the DATE

2020 Heritage Festival

April 11 & 12
A Celebration of History




The Pearce Homestead School House will have a new look for the 2026 Heritage Festival.
The newest project at the Homestead is the creation of a
school exhibit in the school house. A donation of student
desks and chairs from the Okeechobee Historical Society
along with other items will be on display in a “spruced
up” alcove of the building. The exhibit will remind visi-
tors of the original use of the building, while leaving the
main space open for annual displays and presentations
like the quilt turning. FEOTOROFOTOTOR T OTOTOR T ON

School Marm, volunteer Jeanne Enfinger, welcomed 2025 Festival visitors to ‘class’. Folks
who had attended a one-room school house were encouraged to share their experiences.
Most reported walking to school and carrying a lunch. Students were taught a variety of

] | with the younger ones and also, did the maintenance
| chores. Heat came from a pot-bellied stove and the

| “facilities” consisted of an outhouse. There were strict
' policies governing the teachers. They had to be un-
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men. They were prohibited from smoking and could |
not dye their hair. Sometimes the teacher was the
principal, custodian, nurse, counselor and cook. The |
teacher was trained to instruct multiple grades of

reading, writing, arithmetic, history and geography.

The Homestead school house was built in 1910 by Sydney Pearce, Edna’s father. It had two
: : ; “* rooms and accommodated eight grades. It was

riginally located across US Hwy 98, down the
- road from the Homestead. During the 1970’s,
i the Highlands County School Board moved the
" building to its present location. Edna and her
= sister attended this school and later became

&= teachers there in the 1940’s.



FESTIVAL 2025 HIGHLIGHTS

The 2021 Festival celebrated Highlands County’s 100 year birthday. The 2025

Festival welcomed participation from the other counties that were formed along
- with Highlands - Glades, Charlotte and of

" course, DeSoto. Hardee County was invit-
ed but had to cancel at the last minute.

B = = | Welcome back to the Florida Cracker Trail Riders
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Board Member Elaine Levey and Leroy Beach welcomed RIDA ;
Festival visitors and shared Highlands County history. :

Friends ‘hitch’ a ride with
Homestead hosts Butch &
Donna Thompson
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Board members Wendy & Maria g
Hagg enjoy a moment of relaxation




FRIENDS of the PEARCE HOMESTEAD are devoted to the preservation
and promotion of the property as an historic treasure and example of pride in
the legacy of the Florida Heartland. FRIENDS patronage and annual dues
SUPPOF‘T the presenTaTion Of the Herit- Young people from the Sheriff’s Explorés Program vol-
age FCS'HVO'. The HomeSfead is The unteered at the 2025 Festivalple . The [Heritage Associ-
ideal Se‘l‘ﬂng for PicniCS, hiS'I‘or‘y oJsl{Xe| ation donated|$300 as a Thank You for their efforts.
workshops for adults and young people, '
family reunions and holiday parties. We [ W™ S ol
need your participation as a member and N ey <
volunteer to provide more opportunities
to appreciate Highlands County history
at the Pearce Homestead. The Christ-
mas party at the Homestead is just one
of the events for Friends, Patrons and
Volunteers.

JOIN OR RENEW to aod Your name to a list

CURRENT FRIENDS CURRENT PATRONS
Bob Belschner Rene Wells Florida Cracker Trail Ridrs
Magi Cable Marilyn Franz Nucor Steel
Raven Smith  Nancy Fisk Butch & Donna Thompson
Margaret Gleave Marion Elmore
Tom Brzuszek Dr. Eric Palosky, D.O.
Okeechobee Historical Society Lake Placid Historical Society

(The membership year begins in May and runs through April each year)

Detach & Mail with your donation (payable to Heritage Association) to;
Heritage Association P.O. Box 1531, Sebring, FL, 33871

Friend $25 Patron $100 email

Name: Phone

Address Zip




